
FLIERS GO PURRING
TOMEETMENEIHIY
French Aviators at Verdun
Claiming a Complete Mastery

of the Air.

ARE EVER ON THE ALERT
FOR APPROACH OF FOE

Fighting Planes Wheeled Into Line
With Guns Prepared for InstantService.

r~~ (Copyright 1916.)

BY HERBERT COREY.
BACK OF VERDUN*. May 3.All day

lonp the French fliers have been pur- I
rina: throuph the air over the battlefield.
Purine that time no German flier has

shown so much as the tip of his winp.
The conclusion has been an obvious one.

The French have established a completemastery of the air. This has
been done in face of the known fact

that the Germans have concentrated at

Verdun every available flyinp man and
machine from their western front.

"But what of the Fokker?" I asked.
"It is a pood machine," was the reply."a very pood machine. But our

Nieuport is a better."
Civilians, it seems, are prone to phost

dancinp. For some somths past the

newspapers of th«» allies have been
filled with stories of the Fokker's ex-

rellence. It has been able.in these
papers.to fly higher. mount quicker,
swoop more rapidly than any other ma-

chine known. We visited a camp of
aeroplanes back of Verdun today quite
prepared to hear stories of Fokker mar-

vels. There were no such stories. It
appears there are no such marvels.

It is not advisable to enter too deeply
into the story of the French aerial defenseof Verdun. Such things, however,
as are known to the dermans may be
discussed with safety. The Germans
es>n hardly avoid knowing, for example,
t'-'ai the French have a dozen or so war
balloons swinging safely at their anchorsover the French lines. The Gernens have four.at least. I saw hut
fo-jr.and they are stationed well back
p their front and ringed about with

batteries. A balloon is comparatively
e."yy game for a fast flier. That French
Immunity from attack tells its own
p* ory.

Ready to Act at Minute's Notice.
Well hidden behind the French lines

are \arious camps of aeroplanes. At a

guess the camp we saw today contains
fifty planes. The reader may make his
own guess at the number of machines
on this part of the front. The fighting
planes have been wheeled out in front
of their hangars. The clips of their
guns are filled with cartridges. The
fur and leather garments of the fliers
are folded neatly upon their seats.
These men respond to a call with the
rapidity of firemen when the alarm
strikes. They rise all along the line
when a Fokker is sighted.
"And we either get him or he flies

away."
From what I saw today I judge the

French planes are of four general
classes. i ne rarman is usea ior on-
servation purposes. It is a safe, steady
old buggy. The great \doubie-motored
Caudron. with its tremendous lifting
power, may be very largely used for
bomb dropping. It can carry a huge
load. Then, there are two sorts of
N'ieuports, fast as hawks and "handy"
in the air as a canoe in still water.
They are the fighters, although all war
machines carry guns.
Uttle chaps these Nieuports.mostly

power. The two-mari machine could be
stored in a farmer's barn. Some carry
two machine guns and some only one.
The one-man Xieuport would fit neatly
lengthwise in the dining room of a New
York flat. Its wings are small, neat, of
a knifelike sharpness. The weight consistsprincipally of motor and propeller.
Such a machine can rise 3,000 meters in
seven minutes. It corkscrews up in con-
stricted circles. There is not an ex
press elevator in America which rises
at that rate of speed.
"How do you right the Fokkers°" I

asked
Pftpffi/.t W- uimnld i, 1

but to rise above the Fokker. Then
the mars in the Xieuport turns his machinein the air and swoops straight
at his prey, like a kingfisher at a fish.
On Use prow of his machine is fixed an
automatic gun. which sends out a
stream of bullets. If he misses his
strike.if the Fokker does riot crumple
and fall.he dives side wise out of the
rea^h of the German's shot, it appears
that one does not try to "hover" with
these machines. If the man in the
Xieuport misses his aim he begins to;climb again. Then he repeats his dart.
"But it is not always that way." said

one flier.

He Rammed a Fokker.
Then we heard the perfectly incred-

b'e story of the mart who rammed a

Fokker «n midair.that is. it would
be incredible if it did not happen to
be true He had missed his shot, this
nan. and climbed again and missed
again, untill he lost his temper. Or.
perhaps, as the story goes, he had
determined *o "get" that Fokker even
if he killed himself. Or.I am a

doubter.perhaps he side-slipped. At
any rate, on the third swoop he struck
the Fokker head on. His motor was.
torn half loose from its moorings and
his propeller was splintered. But he
ram" to earfh. The Fok ker fell and
it? two riders were killed.

"What, happened to the Frenchman?"
"He was reprimanded.and decoratedBut our men have been ordered

not to do that again."
Almost a- interesting as the plane?

themselv'es were the arrangements for
keeping the (German planes out "f the
a:r. Just as i* « certainly true that
Lhe French have won the greater
nonors in flying, so it also seems true
that their ant:-aircraft guns are more
efficient than those of any other ally.They ate -unl out of 'he enemy's sight
in pits shaped like twin bowls and
lined w ith concrete fn each howl is a
gun. mounted on a pivot. In the neck
which joins the two howls are two'
standards, each tipped with a revolv-
ing arm. "n who h te lescopes are lashed
fast
* "Let us see how long it takes these
hoys to get the range of an enemyplane." «a id the general officer who a-
companied us.

Sighting a Flier.
The men were smoking cigarettes in

their dug-outs, for this station is un-
de: constant fire. Kven a ; the general
Spoke a shell screamed overhead. It
seemed near enough to stir our caps
with the wind. It is a pleasure to
stale that the general proved his!
susceptibility to the commoner human
emotions by ducking as neatly as the
Civilian.- The caotain in command
nodded and touched the button of an
alarm hell. The general glanced at his
watch
The men leaped from their seats.

Three officers glued their eyes to the
telescopes. Jn the distance a French
flier whirled lazily in the clean blue
* ir and the glasses were fastened on
It Two officers shouted something.The third.a lightning calculator if
there ever were one.cast up sums and
angles in his mind. Then he snapped
en order. The two guns revolved upontheir pivots, their black snouts thrust
upward and two gunners spoke with
* Single breath:
"Roady."
What the calculations had been T do

not know. I realize in a dim fashion

that the angles established by the n

three telescopes had in some abstruse ^

fashion established the height and dis- r
tance of the swirling plane. The math- c

ematics played with by that calculator f
as his daily task would make Euclid
dizzy. Tiiey are practical mathematics,
too. This particular station guards an
important angle of the line.
"We have only brought one boche

down." said the officer in command, de- Jjectedly. Then he brightened up. "But
no others come around," said he. The ,

general showed us his watch. From
the ringing of the bell to that shouted
"ready" by the gunners just fifteen J*seconds had elapsed.
After watching these operations todaywe appreciate the statement at- Jtributed to one of the chiefs of air- j'craft on this front. He had been asked

if he had any plan of campaign in J

mind. J

"But it is quite simple." he protested."One has but to keep one's own *

men in the air and the boehes out ;
of it." lT

THE COURTS. £
ii

District Supreme Court. c
EQUITY DIVISION* 2.Justice McCoy.
Thompson agt. Thompson; order instructingtrustee; plaintiffs attorney, P

J. J. Darlington.
Meyer agt. Ridenour; order to deposit »

notes in registry of court; plaintiff's d
attorney, W. E. Lester; defendant's at- a

tornevs, Barnard & Johnson and W. C.
Clephane. *
Hocc ncri Hfce- rulo u« t iilimnnv

returnable June '2: plaintiff's attorney, v'

Leon Shore. c

Cave apt Cave: decree directing: con- r

veyance and adjoining defendant: plain- js
tiff's attorney, w. C. Ashford; defend-
ant's attorney. W. G. Gardiner. r

Carbo agt. Carbo; sale decreed with
Matilde X. and Luisa A. Carbo as trus- 1

tees: bond. $30,000; plaintiff's attorneys,
Hoehlinp. Peelle & Ogilby.
Becker apt. Marden: decree substitutingtrustee: plaintiff's attorneys. Ral- y

ston & Richardson; defendant's attor- j,
ney. S. L>. Willis. yGordon apt. Xorton: trustees author- <;
ized to borrow money to pay taxes; j
plaintiff's attorney. Erskine Gordon.
Revelle apt. Rannie; motion to strike
out amended and supplemental answer
granted, with costs; plaintiff's atorney.
W. E. Lester, defendant's attorney, W.
C. Dennis. r

Tn re lunacy of Estelle 11. Semple; v

committee allowed to make repairs to
property. jjKeurch apt. Lane et al.: order extend- f

inp time to make return to rule: plain- ,

lfT's attorneys S. V. Hayden and J. 1.
Parker; defendant's attorneys. A. T.
Vniroloon» f 1." ,1. J- l I-_J .» U6. loaiifi ami v_.. I_.1mrtiua tviigut.
In re lunacy of Julia Hotopp; order ^finally ratifying and confirming auditor'sreport. nIngersoll agt. Tyler: decree denying frelief asked by plaintiff, reforming

deed, etc.. and directing conveyance to
inter\*ener; appeal: bond cost. MOO: su- K

persedeas. $500; plaintiff's attorneys, S. sE. Swavze and W. G. Johnson; defend- ^ant's attorneys. Fred S. Swindell, M. C.
Van Fleet and Maddox & Gatley.
Repetti agt. Wharton; decree quieting tititle; plaintiff's attorneys, R. B. Behrend

and G. A. Schuldt.
a

CIRCUIT DIVISION 1..lustioe Gould. n

Barber agt. Washington Railway and
Electric Company; jury sworn and re- f
spited until Wednesday; plaintiff's attorney,Alvin Ij. Xewmyer; defendant's
attorney. ,T. S. Barbour. h
Jewett agt. Moses et al.: order extendingtime to submit bill of excep- c

tions to June U6 and to file transcript
until July 15; plaintiff's attorneys. W. F
G. Gardiner and I.. L. Hamby; defend-:
ant's attorney. J. W. McNeill. ti
Henderson agt. Mann: time to sub- In

mit motion for new trial extended to
June 3; plaintiff's attorneys. E. Hill, in
jr.. and John Ridout; defendant's at- n
torney, W. C. Sullivan. | u
Frank agt. Love: motion for new |F

trial granted; plaintiff's attorney, I,. J.
Mather; defendant's attorney, A. L. |aXewmyer. ; b
Stevenson agt. Harrison; motion to

strike out declaration granted; leave e

granted plaintiff to amend within t
twenty days; plaintiff's attorneys. King C
and Neale; defendant's attorney, John
Ridout. i a
Burke agt. Anacostia and Potomac r.

River Railroad Company; motion for a
new trial overruled; judgment on ver- |adiet for defendant, with costs against
Lambert and H. H. Yeatman; defend- |(
ant's attorney. J. S. Barbour. V
Burke agt. Anacostia and Potomac jRiver Railroad Company; motion for n

new trial arpued and submitted; plai*»- Iftiff's attorneys. W. J. Lambert and R. !(
H. Yeatman; defendant's attorney, J. S. ;vBarbour.
Freeman agt. Auerbach: stay of oro- lpceedings granted for ninety days, tin- jaless costs are paid; plaintiff's attorney,E. L. Gies; defendant's attorney. John

Ridout. 1 pKatlavsky apt. Sigmund; thotion to
dismiss appeal granted; plaintiff's attorneys.Brandenburg <fc Brand-nburg; u

defendant's attorneys. Darr & Peyser.
W at kins agt. Washington Times Com-

pany; motion to tax attorneys' fee
granted and fixed at ?&©: plaintiff's at j"vorneys, I-. J. Mother and J. I> Car-
mody; defendant's attorneys, W. J. ^
Lambert and R. H. Yeatman.
Casey Hedges Company agt. Allen; ^motion for judgment granted; plain-

tiff's attorneys, Brandenburg A- Bran-
denburg; defendant's attorney, J. A. ' fl
Burkart. ' * '

Colonial Bank and Trust Company!
agt. McEwan et a!.: security for costs ^
ordered iri t wenty days; undertaking or ^
deposit of STiO plaintiff's attorneys,!Brandenburfir A- HranflmKiiro- IK
ant's attorney. John Ridout.
Kenyon et a!., trustees. a«t. Simpson;demurrer to declaration overruled;plaintiff's attorneys, Leon Tohriner and

H Prescott Gatley; defendant's attor- 'A
neys. A. H Duval] and H. H. Glassie. P
Virginia-Portland Ceni'-nt '"ompany

aat. Lincoln; motion to set day for P
hearing certain motions overruled; P
plaintiff's attorneys, McLanahan, Kurton& Pulbertson; defendant's attor- j''neys. L. P. Lovins, M. J. Colbert and V
W E. Lester.
Second National Rank agt Rlock; mo-l«!

tion to produce overruled; exception M
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oted: plaintiff's attorney. C. V. Imlay;
iefendant's attorneys. Darr & Peyser.
Wright agt. Globe Furniture Comlanv;order to make amended second

ount more specific in ten days: deendantto plead within ten days therefter;plaintiff's attorneys. L. H. David
nd M. C. Van Fleet; defendant's atorneys,Swingle & Swingle.
Craig agt. Parish; motion for judgientoverruled: exception noted;
lain tiff's attorney. Chauncey Hackett;
efendant's attorney. Leigh Robinson.
Fabrizino agt. Merando: motion for
ill of particulars overruled: plaintiff's
ttorneys,. J. C. Foster, Turnage &
luinn; defendant's attorney, R. B.
Jickey.
Somerville Company agrt. O'Dea: moionto vacate judgment overruled; apealnoted: supersedeas bond. $300;
laintiff's attorneys, J. D. Williams and
W. Whiting: defendant's attorneys.
A. O'Shea and J. I. Sachs.

Smolik agt. Traver: motion to adancecause for trial overruled; plainiff'sattorneys. T. M. Baker and T. H.
'atterson; defendant's attorney, Frank

Hftp-an
Wong: For Moy apt. Kinpsley; motion
or new trial filed; plaintiff s attorneys,
loward Boyd and Nelson Wilson: deendant'sattorneys, Hamilton & Hamton.
IRCUTT DIVISION 2.Justice Stafford.
Chaloner apt. Washinpton Post fomany;bill of exceptions submitted;

itne to file transcript extended to July
plaintiff's attorney. E. F. Colladay;

efendant's attorneys, W. J. Lambert
nd R. H. Yeatman.
I'nited States ex rel. Evans apt.

51air; motion for new trial withdrawn,
ule discharped and petition dismissed,
.itli judgment against petitioner for
osts; appeal noted: cost bond, $100:
elator's attorney. A. A. Birney; repondent'sattorney. F. H. Stephens.
Trussell apt. "Bradley et al.; juryespited until Wednesday; plaintiff's
ttorney, T. 1,. Jeffords: defendant's atorneys,B. S. Minor and M. H. Beach.

'RIM INA L III VISION 1 Mr. Justice
Siddons.

I'nited States apt. Charles O. Glover.
V'illiam J. Flather and Henry H.
'lather; perjury; on trial: attorneys.V. 11. Johnson, I >. W. O'Donophue.feorge P. Hoover. Frank J. Hogan, J.
Darlington and J. R. Stanchfield.

RIMINAL DIVISION 2.Chief Justice
Covington.

I'nited States apt. James Porter, larenyfrom the District of Columbia:
erdict guilty: attorney, H. L. Tignor.United States agt. Mason F. Noble,
on-support: plea not guilty, with ten
ays to demur; attornev. R. B. Dickey.United States agt. Pominick Vito, vioutingpostal laws; plea guilty; attorley.W. I*. Plumley.
United States agt. Frank G. Mcracken.non-support; defendant called;ail forfeited.
United States agt. Harry A. Hetzler,
on-support; defendant called; bail for-'
eited.
United States agt. Clarence Hawkins,rand larceny; defendant committed.
United States agt. Rudolph Wilk, nonupport;verdict not guilty, by direcionof court; defendant discharged;ttorney, V. L». Toomey.
In re estate of Henry C. Freitag: molonfor new trial; caveator's attorneys.I. E. Davis and J. V. Reeves: caveatee's
ttorneys, Chapin Brown and C. B. Baulan.
>ISTRICT DIVISION.Chief Justice

Covington.
In re extension of Calvert street;earing concluded.
In re sewer condemnation (five cases);ommissioners sworn.

ROBATE DIVrSION.Justice McCoy.Estate of Daniel McFarlan; order to
ransfer stock; attorney, E. E. Cle-
lent; '

Estate of Morris Yeager. will ad-
litted to probate and letters of ad-linistration c. t. a. granted to Samf;Yeager; bond, $7,000; attorneys,'. M. f'elzman and David Wiener.Estate of Bernard J. Geier; letters ofdministration granted to Anne Geier:ond. $500; attorney W. G. Dunne.Estate of Peter L. Keyser; order for
xecutrix to surrender certificate forwenty-five shares of stock; attornev,\ W. Arth.
Estate of Nannie R. Macomb: will

dmitted to probate and letters testanentarygranted to Montgomery M.nd Christina E. Macomb; bond, $2,000;ttornev, E. M. Gillett.
Estate of Rosa Campbell; letters of

dministratiori granted to Matthew
Campbell; bond. $500, attorney. Thomas
Valker.
Estate of Charles Gordon; will adaittedto probate and letters of ad-
linistratiori c.t.a granted to Dennis
arroll; bond, $100; attorney Thomas
Yalker.
Estate of Theodore A. Mayer; order to
urchase piano; attorneys, Ellis & DonIdson.
Estate of Marie K Scholl; petition to
ornpromise claim filed; attorney, R. D.
>aniels.
Estate of Eva Seeley: will dated Janary'JK, 1D14. filed with petition for
rebate; attorney, Andrew Wilson.
In re Christian M. Young; order apointinfriysses E Houston guardian;

ond. S000: attorney. W. E Houston.
Estate of Erainard H. Warner; will

atf June IT. Mil.*'., filed.
Estate of James E. Harmon: petition

or probate of will filed; attorneys,
leorge P. Hoover and John R. Shields.
Estate of Meyer Scholriick: petition

or letters of administration filed; atorney.C. A. White.
Estate of Henry W. f'offin; order apointingSarah E. Coffin collector;

ond. $500; attorney. J. P. Earnest.
Estate of Catharine Hi eh!; will dated
ehruarv IS, 191o. filed
Estate of Stanhope Prevost; petition

-> set aside previous account filed; at>rney.Cauncey Hackett.
In re Christine M. Young; petition toppolnt guardian filed; attorney, W. L.

[oust.on.
In re John .T. Mahoriev; order to rejndmoney expended by guardian; at>rney.C. P». Calvert.
Estate of Josiah Shaw; order direct

igmethod of trying issues; attorneyH. Wallace.
In re Edwin E O'Eeary; petition to
ppoint guardian filed; attorney, F. R.
oriarty.
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LIEUT. C. A. RICHARDS
KILLED BY ELECTRICITY

t

Commander of II. S. Destroyer Fan- n

ning Electrocuted at Sag c

Harbor, L. I. *

j

SAG HARBOR. I.. I , May 26..Lieut. £
Clarence Alvin Richards, commander of
the I'nited States destroyer Fanning.

wasinstantly killed by an electric
shock in the station of the Sag Harbor
Right and Power Company here early
today. Harry P. Christian, night watchmanat the station, said it appeared to
him that the lieutenant deliberately
committed suicide by taking hold of
two heavily charged wires.
The Fanning was one of a fleet of

war vessels which has been jhaneuveringin Gardiners bay making their
headquarters here, but the vessels were
under orders to leave for Newport at 3
a.m. Why Lieut. Richards was ashore
after the sailing orders were issued is
unknown.
AIr. Christian said the lieutenant came

to the power station two hours before
the fleet was to sail and said he was a

government inspector. He pushed
Christian aside and walking into the
station picked up two wires, receiving
th" shock which killed him.

Lieut. J. C. Jennings, commanding the
shore station, who took charge of the
body, declined to give any information
other than that he would report to the
Navy Department.
Lieut. Richards was well known in

navy from Kansas and was thirty-four
years old.

Well Known in Washington.
Lieut. Richards was wel Iknown in

this city from the fact that his wife
spent much of her lime here at the
iiome or ner moiner. ivirs. rvuvai nim

Bradford, widow of Rear Admiral
Bradford, at 1522 P street. He served
for several months in 1913 as assistant
instructor at the Naval Academy and
was then frequently in Washington.
He was graduated from the Naval
Academy in 1904.

FOLK MAY BE CANDIDATE.

Prospects Increase for Contest Over
Vice Presidential Nomination.
Prospects of a fight over the selection

of a vice presidential nominee at the
democratic national convention increasedconsiderably today, when it was
reported that Joseph W. Folk of Missouriwould he a candidate and that he
would have the backing of William J.
Bryan. Although Mr. Bryan failed to
be elected as a delegate to the national
convention, he expects to be there and
undoubtedly he will make his influence
felt.

It has been rumored for some time
that the administration did not desire
the renomination of Vice President
Marshall as a running mate for Mr.
Wilson. But the fact that there are to
be elected two senators in Indiana at
the coming election makes it almost
imperative from a democratic standpointthat Mr. Marshall, who hails from
Indiana, be given the renomination.
There has been several suggested

candidates for the vice presidential
nomination, including Senator I.ewis of
Illinois, Secretary Baker and Senator
Owen of Oklahoma.

Surgeon Being Hushed to Hill.
ST. PAUL, May 26..Dr. William

Mayo, surgeon of Rochester, Minn., Is
being rushed to St. Paul on a special
train to attend James J. Hill, who Is
ill at his home here.
His son, L. W. Hill, president of the

Great Northern railway, went in a specialtrain this morning for Dr. Mayo.They are expected in St. Paul about 6
p.m.
Mr. Hill, who has been ill for ten days,is thought to have taken a bad turn.

Archbishop of Dublin Dies.
LONDON, May 26, 3:22 p.m..The

Most Rev. Joseph Ferguson Peacocke,
Archbishop of Dublin from 1897 to
1915, died today. He was born in
Queens county Ireland, in 1835.

National Film Company Chartered.
The National Film Company has been

incorporated by certificate filed with
the recorder of deeds. It will manufacturemotion picture films. The capital:<tock is placed at |10,000, in shares
of $50 each. The incorporators are
Isaac N. Nordlinger, Benjmin A. Bowies
and George A. Maconiber.

Plans for Naval Bill in House.
With a view to obtaining a final vote

on the naval bill in time for republican
members of the House to catch an
evening train for Chicago next Friday
the rules committee today set 2 o'clock
of that day as the time Tor cloning: all
debate on the measure. Eight, houra
general debate will be provided, and
the entire bill will be open to amendmentwhen consideration of it begins
on the floor.

Ambassador Shea Reaches Chile.
SANTIAGO, Chile, May 26 Joseph

A. Shea, newly appointed American
ambassador to Chile, arrived here today.Mr. Shea succeeds Henry P.
Fletcher. American ambassador to
Mexico.
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